
Simplicity
& Generosity

less stuff, more joy

“Faith: A Good Life”
October 25, 2026

9:30am



Notes

Welcome To First UMC Madison,
a place where all are truly welcome!

We are glad you are here today. Please 
fill out a connect card in your bulletin or 
use the QR code. You can put them in the 
offering plate, signifying that your presence 
in worship is one of your gifts to God. 
Newcomers receive a gift when they bring 
their completed cards to the Welcome Center.

To learn more about the life of the church, if you have a 
special need, or wish to have someone be in touch with you, 
please note it on your connect card or email info@fumc.org.

Interested in Membership?
Please let Rev. Ran Yoo know at fumc.org/ran

Connect

Music Minute
Read more about today’s music by 
visiting fumc.org/minute. 
Each week, Mark Heiskanen, our Director 
of Music and the Arts, presents a brief 
synopsis of the music offered within our 
worship services. 

http://fumc.org/ran


Kids are welcome and wanted in worship. We love 
their voices, their joy, their wiggles. But, if you need a 
break, the nursery is available during worship for infants 
and young children. Kids ages 4 through 5th grade are 
welcome to be in JOY Kids after Children’s Time (please 
pick up your children from the lower-level JOY Kids space 
after worship). They are also welcome to stay with you. 
Activity bags are available by the Sanctuary entrance.
Stick around after worship for snacks and drinks in 
Fellowship Hall. It is a great time to get to know people 
and get connected in the life of First Church. 
Find us online at fumc.org for events, announcements, and 
other information. We’re also on Facebook at First United 
Methodist Church - Madison, WI. 

Online Giving is available through a link on 
our website at fumc.org/give. If you need 
help, contact the church office:  
info@fumc.org.

The sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 
Switch your hearing aid to T.
Restrooms are located down the hall and to your left, 
across from the nursery. A single stall, non-gendered 
restroom is available on the lower level. Take the elevator 
down, go right, and it is the second door on the left.
An AED device is located on the wall outside of the 
Sanctuary next to the Welcome Center.
Emergency exits are located on the exterior walls of the 
Sanctuary.

Give

First United Methodist Church
203 Wisconsin Avenue | Madison, WI 53703

608-256-9061 | info@fumc.org | fumc.org
First United Methodist Church is located on Ho-Chunk land.
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Prelude	 Acclamation of Praise	
	 Arr. Joel Raney
	 First Church Ringers 
	 Ken Sosinski, organ
	 Trevor Maliborski, percussion
	
Welcome & Announcements	 Sydney Williams

Passing the Peace	

Hymn	 Take My Gifts 
	 (see insert) 

Children’s Time & Collection of Pledges	 Rev. Cathy Weigand 
	
Pastor Appreciation	 Dan Cavanagh

Prayers & Lord’s Prayer	 Rev. Ran Yoo

Holy God/Our Father/Creator/Loving God,
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Ministry of Music	 God Has Work for Us to Do	
	 Mark Miller
	 Chancel Choir
	 Sachie Ueshima, soprano

Scripture Reading	 Ecclesiastes 2:1-11, 24-26 
	 Kate Kvidera

I said to myself, “Come now, I will make a test of pleasure; 
enjoy yourself.” But again, this also was vanity. I said of 
laughter, “It is mad,” and of pleasure, “What use is it?” I 
searched with my mind how to cheer my body with wine—
my mind still guiding me with wisdom—and how to lay hold 
on folly, until I might see what was good for mortals to do 
under heaven during the few days of their life. I made great 
works; I built houses and planted vineyards for myself; I 
made myself gardens and parks and planted in them all 
kinds of fruit trees. I made myself pools from which to 
water the forest of growing trees. I bought male and female 
slaves and had slaves who were born in my house; I also 
had great possessions of herds and flocks, more than any 
who had been before me in Jerusalem. I also gathered for 



myself silver and gold and the treasure of kings and of the 
provinces; I got singers, both men and women, and delights 
of the flesh, many concubines. 
So I became great and surpassed all who were before me in 
Jerusalem; also my wisdom remained with me. Whatever 
my eyes desired I did not keep from them; I kept my heart 
from no pleasure, for my heart found pleasure from all 
my toil, and this was my reward from all my toil. Then I 
considered all that my hands had done and the toil I had 
spent in doing it, and again, all was vanity and a chasing 
after wind, and there was nothing to be gained under the 
sun. 
There is nothing better for mortals than to eat and drink 
and find enjoyment in their toil. This also, I saw, is from the 
hand of God, for apart from him who can eat or who can 
have enjoyment? For to the one who pleases him God gives 
wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he gives 
the work of gathering and heaping, only to give to one who 
pleases God. This also is vanity and a chasing after wind. 

Here ends the reading from Ecclesiastes.
May it be a lamp to our feet, and a light to our path.

Sermon	 “Faith: A Good Life” 
	 Rev. Cathy Weigand

Hymn	 Faith, While Trees Are Still in Blossom 
	 UMH #508, v. 1-2 & 5 

Offering Invitation	 Rev. Ran Yoo 
	
Offertory	 II. Modéré from “Scaramouche”	
	 Darius Milhaud
	 Greg Ball, alto saxophone

Prayer	 Rev. Ran Yoo

Hymn	 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
	 UMH #110 

Blessing	 Rev. Cathy Weigand 
	
Postlude	 We All Believe in One True God  
	 Johann Sebastian Bach

All are invited to Coffee Fellowship in 
Fellowship Hall following worship.



Ministry Fair, Today, After Worship 
An opportunity to learn about the various ministries at First Church. 
Bring your ministry passport (bulletin insert) to each table, collect 
every sticker, and earn your way to the deluxe ice cream topping 
bar! Come explore new ways to serve, connect, and grow together.
No Sharing Our Journeys This Week 
Next week’s speaker will be Professor Karu Sankaralingam. He will talk 
about the “Opportunities and Challenges in Artificial Intelligence”.
J.O.Y. Kids, Weekly on Sundays in Lower Level 
Y-week!! Miss Kim and Mrs. Kirschgasler are teaching! Learn about 
God’s peace! Ever heard of breath prayer? You’re about to!
Emergent Theology, Sundays, 11:15am, Zoom 
This week, they will discuss chapter 3 from “Genesis — A Beginner’s 
Guide to the Beginning” by AJ. Levine Contact George (fumc.org/george)
Youth Group, Today, 5-7:30pm, Youth Room 
Come in costume! We’ll have dinner, and candy, and the monster 
mash on repeat. Contact Sydney (fumc.org/sydney)
Elementary Insider, Today, 4-5:30pm, Youth Room 
New, once-a-month, children’s program (K-5). Think of it as Youth 
Group, but for the kiddos! Halloween party, wear your costume!
Grounds Cleanup, Thurs., Oct. 29, 10am 
Bring hedge clippers, rakes & pruners.
All Saints Sunday, Nov. 1, 9:30am, Sanctuary 
Bring a meaningful item that reminds you of a lost loved one
Awake for Birds Concert, Sun., Nov. 8, 2pm, Sanctuary 
Arts@First presents a regional neo-retro-folk-fusion duo that will 
leave you humming, laughing, and thinking. $10-20 suggested.
First Church Tables: Small Groups Forming 
Sign up forms available at the Welcome Center and at fumc.org.
Senior Fall Gathering: Scam Awareness, Nov. 5, 11am - 1:30pm 
MPD detectives will discuss common scams targeting seniors and offer 
tips to recognize and prevent fraud. RSVP to Rev. Ran (fumc.org/ran)
Young Adult Ministry 
Connect with others at our weekly Tuesday gatherings or second 
Sunday of the month brunches. Contact Sydney (fumc.org/sydney)
Hope’s Home Community Breakfast, Fellowship Hall 
Hot breakfast every Wednesday morning at 9am.
Racial Equity & Justice Discussion Group, Wednesdays, 6:30pm, Zoom 
They are reading “Building Beloved Community”. Contact Kevin 
Williams for more information (fumc.org/kevin)
Thursday Music Rehearsals 
First Church Ringers, 5:30-6:30pm, Fellowship Hall 
Chancel Choir, 6:30-8pm, Music Room 
Contact Mark Heiskanen (fumc.org/mark)
Adult Bible Study, Thursdays, 2pm, Chapel Café 
Currently exploring a mosaic of early Christian writings. Contact 
Scott Walters (fumc.org/scott)

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85003243391?pwd=1SV1TrE7mnpzfAPdXbj53ac4OgrblB.1
http://fumc.org/george
http://fumc.org/ran
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82654393268?pwd=7D9wTMbX6smELKmezP7i5YG0rAhN0g.1
http://fumc.org/kevin
http://fumc.org/mark
http://fumc.org/scott

